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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
Rationale»—In our American society the term, "sex education," has been 
a terrifying one when connected with our public education. It has been, and 
still is, an "immoral term" when discussed in the presence of a large per¬ 
centage of parents who have little or no knowledge of its significance and 
value in an educative process of development. 
The trend of sex education dates back to the year, 1892, when a group of 
members of the National Education Association considered briefly the impor¬ 
tance of instructing young people in sex education. This, however, was of 
ephemeral significance and had no genetic relation to the present-day move¬ 
ment. 
The sex education movement both in Europe and America had its origin as 
an attempt to check the spread of the venereal or social diseases. The idea 
that education should work for social morality for its own sake and not simply 
for protection against venereal diseases has only recently begun to appear 
in the literature of sex-education, and, so far it seems to have made only a 
limited impression on many of those who have been active in the prophylactic 
campaign against social diseases. In fact, the tardy recognition of the moral 
aims of sex makes it seem probable that very little interest would have been 
in the movement had it been organized on purely ethical grounds and without 
any reference to sanitary problems of social diseases.^ 
^Maurice A. Bigelow, Sex Education (New York: The American Social Hygiene 
Association Publishing Co., 1936), p. 227. 
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Crude as quoted by Bigelow, has this to say in advocating the introduction 
of sex education: 
Knowledge is the cry. Give it to boys, give it to girls, 
give it to children. No other force is taken account of by the 
visionaries who in defiance, or in ignorance of history-believe 
that evil understood is evil conquered.1 
This is a time of many changes and perplexities in the world of human 
affairs, not only in the political and economic spheres, but in the realm of 
personal choice and conduct. For those who are growing up in the midst of 
the present turmoil this is perhaps more urgently true than for older people 
whose ways of life are more or less established. The wise man, the good 
citizen, is he who sees facts clearly, and acts for his own good and that of 
others, adapting himself if need be to shifting conditions. Change is con¬ 
tinuous in oneself and in the society of which he is a part. The first step 
toward being a useful human being is learning to understand and control the 
changing selves. A problem that occurs frequently and which is of great im¬ 
portance—is that of sex. To meet this problem successfully is truly to "grow 
up." 
Sex education in the schools has changed a great deal in the thirty or 
forty years during which attempts have been made to do something with it. 
This was done because of the demanding need and the value it has on the lives 
of all children. No one now defends the practice of scheduling a grim-faced 
"once for all" talk by a doctor or a traveling expert and calling that a pro¬ 
gram of sex education. 
An individual’s happiness as a person, his success as a family member and 
a social being, and his contribution as a citizen are either enhanced or 
T 
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destroyed by his success or failure in fitting into his sex role, and in 
directing his sexual Impulses wisely. 
There have been many questions as to the probable future of sex-education. 
Such questions are raised as, "Is it a disappearing fad?" "Has not the high 
tide of interest passed?" No doubt such questions are inspired by the oft- 
repeated statement that public interest in sexual questions has waned decid¬ 
edly in the last few years. This is true, and it is a most fortunate indica¬ 
tion of approaching sanity. The public interest in the last decade has been 
most deplorable, because it has centered in the abnormal and sensational as¬ 
pects of sex. Authors have vied with each other in presenting the most lurid 
cases of social diseases, white slavery, sexual perversions, and every other 
available aspect of sexual degeneracy. Of course, the reading public was 
bound to grow tired of this, just as it wearies of a horrible murder trial, 
or of a sensational divorce case. It is certainly true that there is a 
marked decline of general interest in sexual abnormality and sensationalism.'1' 
The wave of sensational revelation has passed, but the intelligent public 
is no longer ignorant of the nature and causes of the great problems of sex 
and is well aware that young people need definite guidance for facing the 
facts of life. It is unthinkable that intelligent parents who are now well 
informed concerning sex will ever again stand for the old policy of mystery 
and silence. It is, therefore, impossible to believe that there is any dan¬ 
ger of sex-education disappearing. Of course, we have not reached a permanent 
system of sex-education. There certainly will be vast changes in our approved 
subject matter and methods of teaching; but the main idea of the sex-education 
^Ibid., pp. 23U-36 
k 
movement is gaining support every day. In addition to the great need of 
educational help with information and influence which will mold the individual 
life with regard to the problem of sex, it must be evident to all that even 
the legislative, sanitary, social administrative, religious, ethical, and 
other attacks upon problems depend upon knowledge and attitudes, at least of 
1 
the leaders. 
The Evolution of Problem.—This problem evolved from the idea that, gen¬ 
erally, people in our society object to the teaching of sex education in ele¬ 
mentary schools. To be more specific, the writer detected the need for sex 
education in the elementary schools of Irwin County, Georgia. He also became 
concerned about the opinions of two selected comraunity groups before attempt¬ 
ing to initiate such a program inasmuch as they might be helpful. 
Contribution to Educational Knowledge.—The writer felt that the use of 
such findings could serve as a basis for understanding the thinking of some 
people toward such a problem, and also serve as an instrument for reference. 
He also felt that the results of this study could possibly stimulate interest 
among people and thereby speed up the sex education movement. 
Statement of Problem.—The problem involved in this study was that of com¬ 
paring the opinions of two community groups with regard to initiating sex 
education in the elementary schools of Irwin County, Georgia. Group I is 
located in the eastern section of the county with an elementary school of 
grades one through seven, and Community II is located in the western section 




Purposes of the Study.—The major purposes of this study were to deter¬ 
mine the opinions of two selected groups about having sex education in the 
curriculum of schools in Irwin County, Georgia. To be more specific, the 
purposes of this study were to obtain answers to the following questions: 
1. What are the opinions of the two groups relative to the 
initiating of a sex education program in the schools of 
Irwin County, Georgia? 
2. What are the opinions of the two groups relative to the 
administrators’ wanting such a program? 
3. What are the opinions of the two groups relative to the 
teaching of physical health, social diseases and the 
basic facts of life? 
U. How do the opinions of the respective communities, and 
of the two groups in general compare with professional 
opinions expressed in the literature pertinent to this 
study? 
5. What are implications for the initiation of a sex education 
program? 
Research Procedures.—The research procedures were of the following order: 
1. Permission to do the study was secured from the superintendent 
of Irwin County Schools. 
2. The literature related to this study was reviewed and used in 
ways appropriate to the study. 
3. The subjects were oriented to the seriousness of the problem 
through the Parent-Teachers' Organization and by mail. 
U. Opinionnaires were sent out to the two groups. 
5. Responses to the opinionnaires were tabulated and classified. 
6. For each question, a table was constructed showing the number 
and per cent of responses. 
7. A comparison of percentages and numbers of the responses for 
Group I was compared with those of Group II. 
8. Significant differences in percentage were sought whereever the 
results appeared large enough to denote variations. 
6 
9. In validating the instrument, the writer used a third school 
community group which was not a part of the study. Twenty 
persons were chosen to fill out the opinionnaire to see if 
there existed ary difficulty in answering the questions so 
that revisions could have been made if deemed necessary* 
Method of Research.—-The Descriptive-Survey Method, in utilizing the speci 
fic techniques of the questionnaire and interview, was used to gather the 
necessary data for this study. 
Subjects and Materials.—The materials and subjects used in securing the 
necessary data for this study were defined as follows: 
1. Subjects: The subjects that were used in this study were located 
in two small communities in Irwin County, Georgia. They either 
had children in school or were blood related with children in 
school. 
2. Materials : In order to obtain the necessary data for completion 
of this study, an opinionnaire was constructed. This 
naire was a modification of the form used by Harold C. 
a questionnaire which sought public opinion in areas different 
from the present one. 
Limitation of Study.—The following limitations were recognized: 
1. The subjects involved were limited to those citizens who had 
children in school or were blood related. 
2. Only two communities were involved. 
3. Also, the study was dependent upon the willingness and ability 
of the subjects to respond to the opinionnaire. 
Definition of Terms.—The technical terms which were used in this study 
are defined below: 
1. The term, ”Sex Education,” as used in this study, refers to all 
scientific, social, instruction and influence which directly 
and indirectly may help young people prepare to solve for them¬ 
selves the problems of sex that inevitably come in some form into 




Harold C. Hand, What People Think About Their Schools (New York: World 
Book Company, 19U8). 
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2. The terra, "Public Education," as used in this study, refers 
to the educational programs sponsored by the state, by counties, 
by school districts, etc., for pupils in the elementary and 
secondary schools. 
3. The term, "Opinions," as used in this study, refers to any 
responses to the opinionnaire. 
U. The term, "Blood Related," as used in this study, refers to 
parents and other relatives such as, uncles, aunts, brothers, 
sisters, grandparents, and first cousins. 
Locale of Study.—This study was carried on in two communities in Irwin 
County, Georgia, which is located in the south central part of the State on 
U. S. Highway 129. Ocilla is the county seat. The leading occupation for 
this area is fanning. There are three schools for Negroes in Irwin Countyj 
two are elementary schools and one is a combination school in the center of 
the county. There are approximately 1,200 Negro children in attendance and 
a teaching staff of 38» All of the teachers are college graduates. 
The two communities that were involved in this study were chosen by ran¬ 
dom sampling. However, the third community which was not used in this study 
gave support in validing the opinionnaire. 
The writer felt that there existed an important need of knowing the 
opinions of the respondents involved concerning the initiation of a sex educa¬ 
tion program in the elementary schools of Irwin County, Georgia. 
It was also detected by the writer that the respondents of the two commu¬ 
nities were very much concerned about their children welfare, verbally, yet 
they did little to promote it. 
Survey of Related Literature.—This survey is a review of (1) attitudes 
toward sex education and (2) fundamental approaches to and beliefs about it. 
Today, the problem of sex arises mainly not out of undue restrictions, 
but from the assumption that sex can run continually unnoticed without being 
8 
significantly related to the rest of our lives. Sex is thereby dissociated 
from its relationship to, and its effects upon, the values and goals of our 
society. Adults often fail to understand that sex is part of the total per¬ 
sonality structure. 
This separation of sex from the totality of life is seen not only in 
those who wish to relax the sexual code, but in those who seek to defend it. 
The “case for chastity” is often unconvincing, largely because it is stated 
in terms of limited personal risks and disadvantages, rather than in terms of 
the kind of persons we wish to be, the kind of family relations that will most 
enrich our lives, the kind of society in which young people want to live, and 
the permanent values to which they are committed.’1’ 
The task of the education and the religious leader is not to give praise 
on behalf of a misguided liberalism, or to seek a resurrection of the past 
taboos. It is instead, to help people, young and old, to fit their sex in¬ 
terests and behavior into a total and constructive concept of self and life, 
and to develop the moral standards that are required by valid personal, social 
and lasting goals. We rightly begin by discarding the fictions that still 
delude us; but before us lies the far greater task of developing those deeper 
insights that will enable us to make sex a happy and meaningful part of our 
lives.^ 
Attitudes toward Sex Education - The attitudes related in this section 
are all inversions of the major attitude of which is called the vulgar attitude. 
This type attitude serves as the head of all negative attitudes toward a sex 
 
Sylvanus Durvall, "Sex Fictions and Facts," Look (April, I960), p. $0, 
2 
Marcille Harris and Berlan Lemon, "Sex Instruction in the Classroom," 
Educational Leadership (May, 19U9), p. 519. 
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education program. Most adults of the present generation in this country- 
are suffering from the effect of certain customs and traditions of the past, 
which have brought about various hostile or perverse attitudes toward sex.^ 
Sex is sometimes called the "vulgar" attitude, and is looked upon as an object 
of obscene just, or as something shameful which is flaunted in definance of 
convention. On the other hand, much of the attitude which considers itself 
quite respectable is merely an inversion of the vulgar attitude, a self- 
conscious and ever emphatic denial of interests it fears to acknowledge. Both 
of these attitudes are equally unwholesome, from the viewpoint of the individ¬ 
ual as well as from that of society. The prudish attitude, resulting from 
constraint and repression of feelings, is afraid of sex and of all its mani- 
2 
festations. It is as unwholesome as ribaldry, though in a different way. 
Therefore, the first need of the parent who means to deal constructively 
and helpfully with the sex education of the child is to free himself as com¬ 
pletely as may be of the hampering fears and inhibitions derived from his own 
earliest experience, or imposed by past generations. This requires a great 
deal more than the acceptance of the new science, or an acknowledgement of 
responsibility, or an affirmation of desire to do what is right and needful 
for the child. It requires a re-education. It will mean in many cases a 
prolonged and determined effort to attain a totally new point of view and to 
reverse the feelings acquired during many years. Gruenberg supports this 
idea by stating that unless we do present the facts of sex as normal and de¬ 
cent, unless we do ourselves look upon reproduction and all that goes along 
 ï 7  
B. C. Gruenberg, Parent and Sex Education (New York: The Viking Press, 
1932), p. 8. 
2Ibid., p. 9. 
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with it as clean and fine and capable or enlarging the meanings and satis¬ 
factions of life, we can hardly hope to impress upon our children a wholesome 
1 
and satisfying attitude. 
Fundamental Approaches to Sex Education - The modern parent and the modern 
school have evolved a new procedure. The first approach is that they realize 
that the child cannot be given all the help he should have in fifty minutes, 
any more than he can be taught about health in that time. If we were to follow 
traditional sex-education methods in teaching health, we would first wait un¬ 
til the child was fifteen or more likely, until he was sick before beginning. 
Sex education should begin with the young child. By the time the child is 
two he has usually learned to be embarrassed or shy about matters relating to 
elimination and genital organs. The early years are crucial in the formation 
of attitudes.. Because of their importance to later adjustment, the develop¬ 
ment of wholesome attitudes is an objective of prime importance during child- 
2 
hood. 
Howard M. Bell reports the results of an extensive study of the opinions 
of young people in the state of Maryland, in which 13,000 individuals between 
the ages of 1U and 2k were personally interviewed. He wrote: 
The chief source of sex education for the youth of all ages 
and religious groups was found to be the youth's comtemporaries. 
Both the amount and the accuracy of this information were in¬ 
fluenced, therefore, by relative immaturity of the youth's friend 
who volunteered it.5 
1 
Ibid., p. 9* 
2 
Lester A. Kirkendall, Sex Education as Human Relations (New York: Inor 
Publishing Co., 19ï>0), p. 63. 
3 
Ibid., p. I4.2. 
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Parents, on a form provided by W. T. Rowland, were asked whether or not 
they wished their children to have sex instruction. Only one negative response 
was returned, and this one was changed by the mother by telephone before the 
time set for the instruction period. The response of parents and pupils, and 
later favorable comments indicated that our citizens do wish the schools to 
1 
bring to bear intelligent efforts in this direction. 
Another approach to sex education indirectly involved children without 
their being conscious of such teaching. One writer described a study, at the 
fourth grade level, on reproduction in plants and animals, which centered up¬ 
on incubation of chicken eggs. The pupils were able to answer their own ques¬ 
tions about reproduction without becoming conscious of the involvement of sex. 
Such as indirect approach later led to individual instructions, either by 
parents or by the school. 
From Winnetka, Illinois, we have the following report concerning sex edu¬ 
cation: 
...Occasionally (usually becuase of religious convictions) parents 
did request that their children be exempted. When we talked the 
matter over, I was able, in most cases, to show them that if they 
would give instruction first, our course would supplement and con¬ 
firm what they had said through scientific information and labora¬ 
tory work. Very few - never more than two or three in a year - 
still insisted on exemption. Critics of sex education in the schools 
were almost completely silenced - after all, their children were not 
obliged to take it. Yet soon all the children took the course, and 
it became an established part of the seventh grade curriculum. It 
has been years now since anyone has suggested exempting a child; even 
at the time of our big school fight in 1933* when almost everything 
in the schools was attacked, sex education, like mental hygiene, was 




The Board of Managers of the National Congress of Parents and Teachers 
passed the following resolution in 19UU* and subsequently a number of the 
state congressmen passed similar resolutions: 
Be it resolved, that the National Congress of Parents-Teachers 
Association believed that a well-planned program of social hygiene 
instructed should be instituted into the public school systems of 
the United States. 
This is the conviction of this Congress that the need for pro¬ 
viding adequate juvenile protection, preventing the spread of venereal 
infection, and community living demands that instruction concerning 
the psychological, social, and health aspects of sex development and 
behavior be planned and carried into effect. Instructions adapted 
to needs and maturity levels should begin with the pre-school child, 
be carried through the public school, and extended to adults, parti¬ 
cularly parents.1 
Some sort of education about sex is inevitable. A youth to be isolated 
from sex would have to be isolated from newspapers, radios, associates, maga- 
2 
zines, and most adults - to mention only a few sources. 
Yet educational procedures in our schools, and in homes and churches as 
well, largely ignore this obvious fact. 
Instead of keeping children innocent the net result of this attitude is 
to leave their entire education to inaccurate and pernicious sources. The 
most fertile source of sex information of youth is the education which they 
give one another. Sex education should be built upon a psychologically and 
socially sound concept of sex; and upon a philosophy, in harmony with man's 
highest aspirations. Unless it is, it will be shallow, distorted and inef¬ 
fectual.^ 
Another approach is elimination of the misconception of the sex education 
program and intergration of proper concepts into the whole life of children. 
^Tbid., p. U9. 
^Ibid., p. 1+3. 
3 
Ibid., p. U5. 
13 
Sex can never be understood by concentrating upon it as a physiological pro¬ 
cess, by analysis of the sex act, or by counting instances of sex behavior. 
The true significance of sex can be understood and approached only relating 
it to the total adjustment of the individual and to the social setting in 
which he lives. An acceptance of this concept of sex will provide for many 
a wholly new perspective on sex education.^ 
Not long ago it was considered a calamity when the child four or five 
acquired any real information about sex. Parents were concerned, not with 
planning how to give such information, but with how to avoid it. Young people 
seem no better informed about the matter of sex than they were twenty years 
ago. Freedom to discuss the stars without embarrassment does not make one an 
astronomer. Two studies - one of 13,528 representative young people made in 
1937, and a second of 8,500, made twenty years later - reveal a shocking fact. 
In 1937, 30 per cent got their sex knowledge from their parents, and 8 per 
cent from their schools. In 1957, only 21+ per cent got their sex knowledge 
from their parentsj only 6 per cent from the schools. Most of their sex in- 
2 
formation and misinformation came from youthful associates. 
Interestihgly, this striking less in the sources of information was not 
due to lack of desire for knowledge. In the 1957 study, Ik per cent wanted 
sex education made a regular part of the school curriculum, and this same 
eagerness for knowledge has been found in study after study, both of young 
people and their parents. But it has not resulted in any significant improve- 
ment in sex knowledge of our youth.9 
- 
Sylvanus Pur vail, Op. cit., p. 1+7. 
2 
Ibid., p. 1+8. 
3 
Ibid., p* 1+9. 
31* 
An adequate biological knowledge of sex is part of the education that 
every well informed person should have. But a knowledge of anatomy and phy¬ 
siology will no more solve our problems than a greater understanding of auto¬ 
bile mechanics will improve safety on the highways. Something far deeper than 
more textbook information is required. If sex education is to contribute sig¬ 
nificantly to good living, it must be focused upon relationships and standards 
of behavior. As a start, maturing young people shall learn how sex affects 
their developing emotional life. They should know the differences between 
mere sexual urges and an adequate kind of love. Sex education should give 
them guidance in what to expect of others and how to handle difficult situa- 
1 
tions. 
Young men are often under heavy pressure from their "gang” to have pre¬ 
marital relationships, which oare often regarded as evidence of "manhood.*1 
Girls are under far greater pressure from their boy friends than was true two 
generations ago, and instances of suitors actually forcing sexual attention 
on their girls have become starlingly common. Yet girls receive little guid¬ 
ance from their elders on what to do, and little support from them in their 
efforts to maintain moral standards. But let them "get into trouble," and 
their moral status is affected. 
The basic problem of sex life today is what it has always been - to in¬ 
tegrate it properly into the whole of life. Error in the past have stemmed 
from restrictions on sex. Since certain individuals have found it hard to 
accept sex as a real and proper part of life, according to Durvall we made it 
a kind of disreputable relative who had to be acknowledged, but was admitted 
through the back door and had to live in the cellar. No wonder that we have 
1Ibid., p. ii9 
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had not only revolt, but a constant emphasis, by well-intentioned but mis¬ 
taken people, that sex is necessarily wholesome and good. 
Another fundamental approach to sex education is to educate parents to 
the fact that all aspects of sex information and sex education are needed for 
wholesome living. Results of recent research and opinion polls answered 
some questions concerning education in the classroom: When should authentic 
information be given to children? What mediums are most effective in presen¬ 
ting biological facts? How can parents be conditioned to accept classroom 
instruction in sex for their children? This research was done by Marcille 
2 
Harris and Berlan Lemon. 
Most parents readily admit that it is important for children to under¬ 
stand that growing up, getting married, establishing a home, and have off¬ 
springs are all a natural and normal part of living. But parents have diver¬ 
gent views about the question of how much children should be told concerning 
3 
sexual aspects of growing up, getting married and having children. 
A survey of UOU Oregon families, representing a 100 per cent sample in 
two school communities, revealed that about a fifth of the parents are in 
favor of keeping sex knowledge from children as long as possible. Approxi¬ 
mately half feel that nothing should be told about sex until the children 
raise the question themselves - if they ever do. Nearly a fifth are opposed 
to the suggestion that children should be allowed to help prepare for the 
arrival of a new baby and that this event might be used by parents as an 
opportunity to teach the facts of human reproduction. About two-fifths feel 
1 
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that it is improper for parents to dress or undress is the presence of their 
children. The results suggested in many homes sex instruction is restricted 
1 
and narrow and possible ill-adapted to the needs of the child. 
The opinions of the parents about the role that the school might play in 
sex education are equally divergent. About half feel that the classroom teacher, 
when discussing the importance of the family in our society, should carefully 
avoid the subject of human mating and reproduction. The same number also 
think that schools should always obtain written permission before any child 
is permitted to a class in which sex is discussed. About a third feel that 
sex instruction might best be confined to personal discussion between parents 
2 
and child at home. 
But the home in many instances, is an inadequate source of sex informa¬ 
tion for the child. Preliminary results of research now in progress confirm 
what educators and child psychologist have long suspected, namely, that chil¬ 
dren with the least information about sexual matters have parents who like¬ 
wise are poorly informed and are opposed to frank discussion of sex. These 
youngsters, if they are to develop wholesome attitudes, must turn for help to 
3 
some outside source such as the school or church. 
Dr. Glover expressed the idea of sex education in these few words, "It 
isn't the truth or the facts that are shocking. It is the not knowing." 
Today, with our greater knowledge of human development, we realize that 
a great deal of learning about sex inevitably takes place during the first few 
years of a child's life. Whether he learns at this time is of special signi¬ 
ficance because it probably colors many of his later ideas and emotional 
"Sjbid., p. 520. 
2Ibid., p. 521. 
^Merrill F. Hurd, "Sex Education," The Nations Schools. Vol., I|5, No. U 
(April, 1950), p. 38. 
17 
attitudes about the subject. It seems wise, then, to help him make a whole¬ 
some and sound beginning in his understanding of sex, for on such understand¬ 
ing will rest the foundation for many phases of adequate and satisfying sex 
1 
adjustment in adult life. 
In teaching the adolescent boys and girls about sex and reproduction, 
the teacher must realize that the facts are important, but the way they are 
taught is of more importance. The parent is not going to be the only one who 
tells his children about sex. By the time some parents get around to acquaint¬ 
ing their children with the facts of life, they will have picked up all sorts 
of information - and misinformation - at school, on the streets, from books, 
2 
magazines and scandal sheets. 
Two different things are meant when the terms, "sex information" and 
"sex education," are used. Sex information refers to the body of facts of 
physiology and anatomy that relate to sexual function. These facts, to a 
child are in a different category from the facts of geography or other natural 
sciences. Through the process of sex education these facts are placed in a 
setting of social attitudes, emotions and moral values. The parent who gives 
only sex information and fails to recognize that an important part of the task 
is to aid in the development of healthy attitudes, ideals and practices in a 
vital phase of the education of the child is neglecting an important phases 
3 
of sex instruction. 
The most important function of the home, the school, and many of our 
social institutions is to train the young to meet life successfully. In the 
1Harold E. Jones and Katherine Read, "Sex Education for the Pre-School 
Child," The American Medical Association (19U9)» P. 1* 
p 
George W. Comer and Carney Landis, "Sex Education for the Adolescent", 
The American Medical Association (19UU)> p. 1. 
^M. Majorie Belles, "Sex Education for the Ten Year Old," The American 
Medical Association (19^5), p. 1. 
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modem movement for improved education and training we have just become well 
conscious of the fact that we have been giving least consideration to the most 
important of all matters, namely marriage. With regard to mating and family- 
life our scheme of education from the home to the university has in the main 
left the young to stumble their way in the dark.^ 
When sound ideas, or attitudes, as they are also called, about marriage 
and parenthood are evident in adolescent years, then early sex education has 
been successful. Many authorities would go so far as to say that sex educa¬ 
tion is only as good as the attitudes it developes in a child about family- 
life, about marriage, about babies, about other boys and girls, about the way 
love is expressed, and about one's own body. This kind of learning extends 
over a period of years. If a child fails to bet a fact, it will not be nearly 
2 
so serious as if he get a wrong attitude about sex. 
The period of the early teens is the period for group activities of all 
kinds. The boys and girls who can organize clubs, parties, and outings where 
all meet together for fun and comradeship, without undue pairing off, are 
making a wise use of their growing social impulses. For some young people, 
this sort of wholesome companionship will furnish all the emotional outlets 
necessary, and they will pass their teens without any particular difficulties. 
In others, however, the physical desires of sex will develop earlier and more 
strongly. It will be helpful in facing the problems which result, to under¬ 
stand just what lies back of these desires, and have some intelligent and 
sane profound techniques for solving such biological or psychological factors.^ 
■'"Max J. Exner, M.D., "Education for Marriage" (New York: I9I4I1, American 
Social hygiene Association Inc.), p. 1. 
^Marion 0. Lerige, Parent's Privilege (New York: 1956, E. P. Dutton & Co.), 
p. 19. 
3 
Emily V. Clapp, "Growing Up in the World Today," The Massachusetts Society 
For Social hygiene (Boston, 19U6), p. 13. i 
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Summary of Related Literature «--In summarizing the pertinent literature 
related to the study of the writer, it seemed evident that: 
1. Sex education cannot be neglected on the part of parents and 
the school for the simple reason that sex is a part of all 
students life whether it is treated with a desirable approach 
or an undesirable one. 
2. Most studies reveal that parents are in harmony with the fact 
that children should have some knowledge about sex, but that 
it should be taught to them gradually and from a general point 
of view without growing children becoming too much involved. 
3. The misconception of sex education on the part of parents is 
changing rapidly and an understanding of this great need is 
developing which will eventually speed up the sex education 
movement. 
k. The fundamental approaches to sex education are highly signi¬ 
ficant if an understanding of sex education purposes and goals 
is to flourish. 
The following chapter will be concerned with the presentation analysis 
and interpretation of the data from eighty-six subjects who replied to the 
questions, concerning the sex-education program in Irwin County. 
CHAPTER II 
PRESENTATION, ANALÏSIS, AND INTERPRETATION OF DATA 
Introductory Explanation 
The data derived from the opinionnaires of the eighty-six subjects are 
presented, analyzed and interpreted in this chapter. In accordance with the 
objectives of the study, the materials have been treated under these general 
captions : 
I. Background Information About Parents and 
Blood-related Citizens 
II. Community Attitudes Toward Early Training for Children's 
Physical Health and Social Well-being 
III. Community Attitudes Toward the Role of The Elementary 
School in the Teaching of Sex Education 
IV. Community Attitudes Toward the Administrator and the 
Sex Education Program Offering 
V. Opinion Regarding Sources of Sex Information Available 
to Children 
Throughout this chapter specific treatment of the data is both verbal and 
tabular. The tables are compilations of the data obtained from the respondent's 
answers to the questions stated on the opinionnaires.^ In each table the re¬ 
port of responses is given in terms of the number and percentage of responses 
from male and female subjects in the respective communities. Within the tables 
it was possible to make numerical comparisons of the responses, but in order 




was rèquired for significance at the 5 per cent level of confidence. In no 
instance did this difference exceed thirty; hence, it was assumed that through¬ 
out the responses the two communities were in substantial agreement. In the 
verbal descriptions of the findings the writer reviewed the data presented in 
the tables and make interpretations based on generalizations which were sup¬ 
ported through the literature. 
Background Information about Parents and Blood-Related 
Citizens Who Responded Concerning Sex Education 
For Elementary Grade Pupils 
Description of Subjects in Terms of Sex Distribution.—Table 1, page 22, 
presents the description of subjects according to sex-distributions in the 
total population and the respective communities. Of the eighty-six subjects 
represented 31 were male and 55 female. It may be noted further that of the 
eighty-six subjects, i|.8 or 55*78 per cent lived in School Community I, while 
38 or UU.16 per cent lived in School Community II. 
Within the specific communities, of the 31 male respondents 18 or 58.05 
per cent resided in Community I, and 13 or 1*1»93 per cent resided in School 
Community H. Of the total 55 female respondents 25 or U5.U5 per cent resided 
in Community II and 30 or 5U.5U per cent lived in Community I. When the re¬ 
spective percentages were inspected for purposes of determining whether or not 
the differences were significant, it was noted that each set of variations 
fell far belcw the 30 percentage points required for significance at the .05 
level of confidence.1 
Further examination of the proportions of male and female respondents 
Henry E. Garrett, Statistic in Psychology and Education (New York: Long¬ 
mans, Green and Co., 1953), p. 237. 
TABLE 1 
NUMERICAL AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTIONS OF PARENTS AND BLOOD-RELATIONS OF 
PUPILS, REPORTED ACCORDING TO SEX 
School Communities 
Male 
No. Per Cent No. 
Female 
Per Cent No 
Total 
Per Cent 
I 18 58.05 30 5U.51* 1*8 55.78 
II 13 1*1.93 25 U5.U5 38 I4JU.I6 
Total 31 99.98 55 99.99 86 99.9U 
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led the writer to conclude that they were fairly well-balanced in numbers, 
and that although the populations might be considered small, they were re¬ 
presentative of the kinds of subjects that this type of locale would attract. 
It appeared, therefore, that communities with similar characteristics and 
predispositions might find some of the responses pertinent to problems which 
may face them in this samè area of consideration. 
Distribution of Subjects on the Basis of Relationship to Students.—Data 
presented in Table 2, page 2k, indicated whether or not the subjects were 
parents of the children or their biook-relations. Of the 56 parents of both 
communities, 30 or 53*55 per cent came from School Community I while 26 or 
I4.6.UI per cent came from School Community II. Of the 30 blood-related citi¬ 
zens, 18 or 59.99 per cent constituted School Community I while 12 or 39.99 
per cent constituted School Community II. 
From inspection it was noted that the percentage difference was not 
large enough to denote significant differences between parents and blood- 
related citizens. However, from this small sample, it can be concluded that 
parents did outnumber blood-related citizens, but their variations were not 
great enough to have any significant bearing on this study. 
Table 2 further reveals that of the total 86 subjects, both parents and 
blood-related citizens, U8 or 55.78 per cent of the total number lived in 
School Community I and 38 or UJL1..I6 per cent lived in School Community II. 
Community Attitudes Toward Education for Physical 
Health and Social Well-Being 
Responses to the Question of Early Training of Pupils for Health and Pro' 
tection Against Social Diseases.—The data from Table 3, page 26, report the 
responses of the total population regarding early training of children with 
TABLE 2 
NUMERICAL AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTIONS OF SUBJECTS ON THE BASIS 
OF RELATIONSHIP TO STUDENTS IN SCHOOL I AND II 
Parents Blood Related Citizens Total 
School Communities No. , Per Cent No. Per Cent No. Per Cent 
I 30 53.55 18 59.99 48 55.78 
II 26 46.41 12 39.99 38 44.16 
Total 56 99.96 30 99.98 86 99.94 
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respect to good physical health and protection against social diseases. Of 
the total 18 male respondents, all responded with “yes" answers from School 
Community I and all males responded with "yes” from School Community II. No 
male subjects from either of the two School Communities responded with "no” 
or "not sure" answers. Of the total 30 female respondents from School Commu¬ 
nity I, all gave "yes" answers; none replied with "no" or "not sure" answers 
compared to School Community II's 2i; or 96.00 per cent "yes" answers; no "no" 
answers and 1 or U*00 per cent "not sure" answers. 
Of the total U8 subjects from School Community I it was found that all 
gave "yes" answers, and that no negative or "not sure" answers were reported. 
Of the remaining 38 subjects from School Community II, 37 or 97.31 per cent 
of the subjects gave "yes answers while, 1 or 2.63 per cent gave "not sure" 
answers• 
When the respective percentages of male responses of one School Community 
were compared with the male responses of the other School Community and the 
female responses of one School Community were compared with hose of the other 
by inspection, the writer noted that their numerical differences in responses 
were not large enough to denote significance. 
However, it can be concluded that these two School Communities were al¬ 
most unanimous in their opinions that children should be taught early how to 
maintain good ptysical health and how to protect themselves against social 
diseases. It is the opinion of authorities that children should be taught 
early how to maintain good physical health and protect themselves against 
social diseases. They believe, further, that the discussion of sex should 
be elevated from the corner curbstone to the classroom and discussed frankly 
and not in subdued tones as an almost tabooed thing. Venereal diseases and 
TABLE 3 
DISTRIBUTION AND COMPARISON OF RESPONSES OF THE TWO COMMUNITIES CONCERNING 
WHETHER PUPILS SHOULD RECEIVE ÉARLT TRAINING IN MAINTAINING 
PHÏSICAL HEALTH AND PROTECTING THEMSELVES AGAINST SOCIAL 
DISEASES 
School 
Male Female Total 
Communities 
No. Per Cent No. Per Cent No. Per Cent 
Yes 18 100.00 30 100.00 kQ 100.00 
I No 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Not sure 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 18 100.00 30 100.00 U8 100.00 
Yes 13 100.00 2k 96.00 37 97.31 
II No 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Not sure 0 0 1 k .oo 1 2.63 
Total 13 100.00 25 100.00 38 99.9k 
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misinformation are regarded as too prevalent for one to think that only the 
lower strata of society are lacking knowledge. The problem requires active 
1,2 
effort and concern. The writer received no negative responses to question 
3; therefore, it was concluded that all members of Communities I and II were 
in agreement with the professional opinions just cited. 
Responses Concerning the School's Responsibility in Developing Pupils 
into Well-rounded Individuals.—The data in Table U, page 28, related to the 
question of whether or not elementary schools should help pupils to become 
well-rounded individuals. Of the total eighteen male subjects from School 
Community I, 16 or 88.80 per cent responded in favor of the question* 2 or 
11.10 per cent responded negatively to the question compared to 13 or 100.00 
per cent "yes" responses and no "no" responses from School Community II. 
The data further disclosed that from School Community I, 29 or 96.57 per 
cent of the females replied with "yes" answers, 1 or 3.33 per cent replied 
with "no" answers compared to the remaining 25 subjects or 100.00 per cent 
"yes" responses from School Community II. School Community II reported no 
negative responses. 
Of the total U8 subjects from School Community I, U5 or 93*60 per cent 
"yes" answers were given to the question and 3-or 6.2U per cent "no" answers 
were given to the question. From the remaining 38 subjects which made up 
School Community II, the data disclosed 38 or 100.00 per cent "yes" answers 
and no negative answers. 
Ï 
Lester Kirkendall, op. cit., p. U9. 
2 
James F. Rogers, "Students Interests and Needs in Hygiene," United 
States Office Bulletin of Education, Bulletin No. 16, 1937* 
TABLE 4 
DISTRIBUTION AND COMPARISON OF RESPONSES QF THE TWO COMMUNITIES CONCERNING 







No. Per Cent No. 
Total 
Per Cent 
Yes 16 88.80 29 96.57 45 93.60 
I 
No 2 11.10 1 3.33 3 6.24 
Total 18 99.90 30 99.90 48 99.84 
Yes 13 100.00 2* 100.00 38 100.00 
II 
No 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 13 100.00 25 100.00 38 100.00 
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When the respective percentage differences of responses between male 
respondents of one School Community were compared with those of the other 
School Community and when the percentage differences of female responses of 
one community were compared with the other by inspection, it was noted that 
the differences were too small to have any significance. 
The writer concluded, however, from inspection, that their responses to 
the question were generally the same and that they agreed that the school should 
aid pupils in developing into well-rounded individuals. 
It can farther be noted that authorities were in agreement with this posi¬ 
tion in that they asserted that the home, church, and school should see to it 
that children and young people receive sound sex instruction and character 
1,2,3 
training for preparing youth to be builders of the future home of America. 
Attitude Toward the Role of the Elementary School 
in The Teaching of Sex Education 
Nature of Responses Concerning Whether the Teaching of Sex Information is 
Vulgar or Bad.—The data in Table 5» page 30, report responses as to whether 
the communities were of the opinion that the teaching of sex-informât ion is 
vulgar or bad. Of the total eighteen male subjects from School Community I, 
no male replied with "yes" answers, but 15 or 83.25 per cent replied with "no" 
answers and 3 or 16.65 per cent replied with "not sure" answers, compared to 
the 13 male subjects from School Community II who gave no "yes" answers, 11 or 
81;.59 per cent did not believe that teaching sex information was vulgar or bad 
Ï " 
Lester Kirkendall, op. cit., p. 63. 
^Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America, "Protecting the Home." 
3 
Maurice Bigelow, op. cit., p. 3. 
TABLE 5 
DISTRIBUTION AND COMPARISON OF RESPONSES OF THE TWO COMMUNITIES CONCERNING 
WHETHER OR NOT THE TEACHING OF SEX INFORMATION TO 




Per Cent No. 
Female 
Per Cent No. 
Total 
Per Cent 
Yes 0 0 2 6.66 2 1*.16 
I No 15 83.25 25 83.25 1*0 83.20 
Not Certain 3 16.65 3 9.99 6 12.1*8 
Total 18 99.90 30 99.90 1*8 99.81* 
Yes 0 0 0 0 0 0 
II No 11 8JU.59 20 80.00 31 81.53 
Not Certain 2 15.33 5 20.00 7 18.1*1 
Total 13 99.97 25 100.00 38 99.91* 
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and 2 or 15*38 per cent were not certain. Of the total female subjects, from 
School Community I, the data revealed 2 ''yes'* replies or 6.66 per cent which 
considered sex education vulgar and bad; 25 or 83.25 per cent which replied 
that it was not vulgar or bad to teach such information and 3 or 9.99 per cent 
which were not certain about such teaching, compared to the remaining 25 female 
subjects which made up School Community II which had no "yes" answers, 20 or 
80.00 per cent ’’no'' answers and 5 or 20.00 per cent "not sure” answers. 
When the respective percentages of male responses of one School Community 
were compared with the male responses of the other School Community and the 
female responses of one School Community were compared with those of the other 
by inspection, the writer noted that their numerical differences in responses 
were not large enough to denote significance in their positions regarding 
whether teaching of sex education was good or bad. 
Table 5, further reveals that of the total 1*8 subjects from School Commu¬ 
nity I, 2 or U.16 per cent gave "yes" answers to the question, i;0 or 83.20 per 
cent "no" answers and 6 or 12.i;8 per cent "not certain" answers. The remain¬ 
ing 38 subjects which constituted School Community II, replied with "not cer¬ 
tain." 
This position of the two communities accorded with the thinking of autho¬ 
rities that it is not vulgar or bad to teach sex-information in the elementary 
schools, but it will probably be decades before the majority of people cease 
1,2 
to feel that sex teaching is not vulgar and accepts it as a part of life. 
. C. Crueriberg, op. cit 






The writer concluded, however, that the thinking of the two School Commu¬ 
nities was generally the same and that the majority believed the teaching of 
sex information was not vulgar or bad. 
Responses as to Whether the Elementary Schools Should Teach Pupils How 
Life Begins in the Human Body.—The data from Table 6, page 33, provided the 
basis for the distribution and comparison of responses regarding whether the 
school should teach pupils how life begins. Of the total 18 male respondents 
from School Community I, 11 or 61.05 per cent replied with "yes" answers, 5 
or 27.75 per cent replied with "no" answers, and 2 or 11.10 per cent replied 
with "not sure" answers compared to the remaining 13 male respondents from 
School Community II where 12 or 92.28 per cent "yes" replies were given, no 
negative replies and 1 or 7.69 per cent replied, "not sure." 
Table 6 discloses that of the total 30 female respondents frcm School 
Community I 19 or 63.27 per cent gave "yes" responses, 2 or 6.66 per cent nega¬ 
tive responses and 9 or 29.97 per cent "not sure" responses compared to the 
remaining 25 female respondents who made up School Community II and had 2h or 
96.00 per cent "yes" responses, 1 or i*.00 per cent negative responses and no 
"not sure" responses. 
Table 6 further discloses that of the total 1+8 subjects from School Com¬ 
munity I, 30 or 62.U0 per cent "yes" responses were given, 7 or 1U.56 per cent 
negative responses, and 11 or 22.88 per cent "not sure" responses compared to 
the remaining 38 subjects from School Community II who reported 36 or 9U.68 
per cent "yes" responses; 1 or 2.63 per cent "no" responses and 1 or 2.63 per 
cent "not certain" responses. 
From inspection it was noted that the numerical percentage difference be¬ 
tween the male responses of one School Community compared with those of the 
TABLE 6 
DISTRIBUTION AND COMPARISON OF RESPONSES OF THE TWO COMMUNITIES CONCERNING 
WHETHER THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS SHOULD TEACH PUPILS HOW LIFE 




Per Cent No. 
Female 
Per Cent No. 
Total 
Per Cent 
Yes 11 61.05 19 63.27 30 62.1*0 
I No 5 . 27.75 2 6.66 7 Hi.56 
Not Sure 2 11.10 9 29.97 11 22.88 
Total 18 99.90 30 99.90 1*8 99.81* 
Yes 12 92.28 21* 96.00 36 9l*.68 
II No 0 0 1 l*.oo l 2.63 
Not sure 1 7.69 0 0 1 2.63 
Total 13 99.97 25 100.00 38 99.91* 
other School Community and the percentage differences of female responses of 
one School Community compared with those of the other were not large enough 
to denote significance. It was thus, concluded by the writer that the two 
School Communities, from a majority point of view, favored the elementary 
schools' teaching pupils how life begins. 
From the related literature it can be found that authorities were in agree¬ 
ment with concensus in the two communities in that they endorsed the teaching 
elementary science and using books which carry description of the beginning of 
life, the development of plants, animals, and human beings, contribute to 
maturation^ 
Community Responses as to Whether It is Wrong to Teach Pupils about Cer¬ 
tain Reproductive Organs.—The information in Table 7, page 35, summarizes re¬ 
sponses as to whether members of the two communities were of the opinion that 
elementary school teaching about reproductive organs is wrong. From the 18 
male subjects of Community I the findings indicated 1 or 5.55 per cent who re¬ 
plied, "yes" to the question, 13 or 72.15 per cent who replied, "no" to the 
question and 1* or 22.20 per cent who replied, "not sure". From School Commu¬ 
nity II there were 2 or 15.38 per cent "yes" answers and 11 or 81+ .59 per cent 
"no" answers. No one replied with "not sure" answers. 
Table 7 indicates that of the total 30 female respondents, from School 
Community I, 2 or 6.66 per cent "yes" responses were given to the question, 
26 or 86.58 per cent "no" responses and 2 or 6.66 per cent "not sure" re¬ 
sponses. Of the 25 remaining female subjects of School Community I, 1 or U.00 
per cent of the female subjects replied it is wrong and 2b or 96.OO per cent 
^Lester Kirkendall, op. cit., p. 232. 
p 
James L. Hymes, How to Tell Your Child About Sex, Public Affairs Pamph¬ 
let No. 11*9, p. 25. 
TABLE 7 
DISTRIBUTION AND COMPARISON OF RESPONSES OF THE TWO COMMUNITIES CONCERNING 
WHETHER TEACHING CHILDREN ABOUT CERTAIN REPRODUCTIVE ORGANS 




Per Cent No. 
Female 
Per Cent No. 
Total 
Per Cent 
Yes 1 2 6.66 3 6.21* 
I No 13 72.15 26 86.58 39 81.12 
Not Sure h 22.20 2 6.66 6 12.1*8 
Total 18 99.90 30 99.90 U8 99.81* 
Yes 2 15.38 1 1*.00 3 7.89 
II No 11 8U.59 2k 96.00 35 91.05 
Not Sure 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 13 99.97 25 100.00 38 99.91* 
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replied it is not wrong and no females replied "not sure" from School Commu¬ 
nity H. 
From inspection it was noted that the numerical percentage difference be¬ 
tween the male responses of one School Community compared with those of the 
other School Community and the numerical percentage differences of female re¬ 
sponses of one School Community compared with those of the other were not large 
enough to denote significance. However, the writer concluded that the majority 
of both male and female respondents from both School Communities were of the 
opinion that it is not wrong for elementary schools to teach about certain 
reproductive organs. 
Table 7, further discloses that of the total 1+8 subjects from School Com¬ 
munity I there were 3 or 6.21+ per cent who replied with "yes" answers, 39 or 
81.12 per cent who replied with "no" answers and 6 or 12.1+8 per cent who were 
"not sure". From School Community II which constituted the remaining 38 sub¬ 
jects, 3 or 7.89 per cent replied, "yes" to the question and 35 or 91.05 per 
cent replied, "no" to the question. No one from School Community II replied 
with "not sure". 
This conclusive statement seemed to have been in agreement with the think¬ 
ing of authorities that it is not wrong to teach pupils in the elementary school 
about certain reproductive organs because knowing the right names and functions 
1,2 
of such organs is an important part of sex training. 
Responses as to Whether Parents and Blood-related Citizens get Disturbed 
When Children Ask Them About Certain Facts of Life.—The data from Table 8, 
page 37, provided the answer to whether or not parents and blood-related citi¬ 
zens get disturbed when children ask them about certain facts of life. Of the 
Xirkendall, op. cit., p. 63. 
Tfymes, op. cit., p. 3. 
2 
TABLE 8 
DISTRIBUTION AND COMPARISON OF RESPONSES OF THE TWO COMMUNITIES 
CONCERNING WHETHER PARENTS OR RELATIVES GET DISTURBED 




No. Per Cent 
Female 
No. Per Cent 
Total 
No. Per Cent 
Yes 0 0 2 6.66 2 U.16 
I No 11 6l.o5 20 66.60 31 6U.U8 
Sometime 7 38.85 8 26.6ii 15 31.20 
Total 18 99.90 30 99.90 U8 99.8U 
Yes 0 0 0 0 0 0 
II No 8 61.52 12 U8.00 20 52.60 
Sometime 5 38.U5 13 52.00 18 U7.3U 
Total 13 99.97 25 100.00 38 99»9k 
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total 18 male respondents frcsn School Community I, none gave "yes" answers to 
the question; 11 or 61.05 per cent replied with "no" responses, and 7 or 38*25 
per cent replied with "sometimes." The remaining 13 male subjects from school 
Community II had no male subjects to respond, "yes", 8 or 61.52 per cent re¬ 
sponded, "no", and 5 or 38.45 per cent responded, "sometimes." Table 8 re¬ 
veals that of the total 30 female subjects from School Community I, 2 or 6.66 
per cent responded, "yes", to the question; 20 or 66.60 per cent responded, 
"no", to the question, and 8 or 26.61* per cent responded with "sometimes", 
compared to the remaining 25 female subjects from School Community II of which 
no "yes" answers to the question were reported; 12 or 48.00 per cent respond¬ 
ed, "no", while 13 or 52.00 per cent responded, "sometimes". 
When the respective percentage differences of male responses of one 
School Community were compared with the male responses of the other School 
Community and the female responses of both School Communities were compared 
for significance, by inspection, it was noted that the differences were too 
small to be significant. The data from Table 8 further revealed that of the 
total 48 subjects, males and females, from School Community I, 2 or 4.16 per 
cent replied, "yes", to the question, 31 or 64.68 per cent replied, "no", to 
the question and 15 or 31*20 per cent replied, "sometimes", to the question. 
From the remaining 38 subjects, males and females, which made up School Com¬ 
munity II, no respondents replied with "yes", 20 or 52.60 per cent replied with 
"no", and 18 or 47.34 per cent replied with, "sometimes". The latter finding 
seemed to have been the opposite of authorities because quite a few educators 
and psychologists believed that parents do get distrubed when children ask 
1,2 
them facts of life. 
^Marion Lerrige, op. cit., p. 49. 
2 
Merrill F. Hurd, op, cit., p. 38. 
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Farther examination of the proportion of male and female respondents led 
the writer to conclude that they were fairly well-balanced in their thinking 
and that the majority of both male and female respondents did not get disturbed 
when children asked them about certain facts of life. 
Distribution and Comparison of Responses as to Whether the School Should 
Answer Questions About Life for Them.—Table 9, page I4.O, provided the answer 
concerning whether or not the school should answer questions about life for 
children. Of the total 2 male subjects who responded to the question 10, from 
School Community I, only one responded, "no", and the other "not certain", and 
no male responded, "yes". The data further showed that of the total 7 female 
respondents, all responses came from School Community I where 5 or 71.14-0 per 
cent replied, "yes" to the question, 2 or 28.56 per cent replied, "not certain" 
while no one replied, "no", to the question. School Community II made no re¬ 
plies . 
From inspection it was noted that the small number of male responses from 
School Community I and the small number of females responses from School Com¬ 
munity I were not large enough to have any significant bearing on the study 
since neither male nor female subjects responded to the question from School 
Community II. 
However, from the related literature it was found that authorities felt 
that the school should answer questions of children about life but the home 
1 2 
should be the first place to do so. , 
The total data in Table 9 showed that all subjects who responded to ques¬ 
tion 10 came from School Community I, and that of the total 9 subjects, 5 or 
■^Marion Lerrige, op. cit., p. 19. 
2 
B. C. Cruenberg, op. cit., p. 3. 
TABLE 9 
DISTRIBUTION AND COMPARISON CF RESPONSES OF THE TWO; COMMUNITIES CONCERNING 
WHETHER OR NOT THE SCHOOL SHOULD ANSWER QUESTIONS FOR CHILDREN 
ABOUT SEX PROVIDING THAT THE RESPONDENTS ANSWERED, 




. Per Cent 
Female 
No. Per Cent 
Total 
No. Per Cent 
Yes 0 0 5 71.1*0 5 55.55 
I No 1 .50 0 0 l li.n 
Not Certain 1 .50 2 28.56 3 33.33 
Total 2 100.00 7 99.96 9 99.99 
Yes 0 0 0 0 0 0 
II No 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Not Certain 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 0 0 0 0 
55.55 per cent gave "yes" answers, 1 or 11.11 per cent gave "no" answers, and 
3 or 33.33 per cent gave "not certain" replies in reaction to whether or not 
the school should answer questions about life. 
Responses as to Whether Parents and Blood-related Citizens Would Endorse 
(or Favor) Teaching all of the Facts of Sex Education in the Elementary Schools 
.—The data found in Table 10, page 1*2, provided the basis for determining 
whether or not parents and blood-related citizens would endorse the teaching 
of all facts of sex education. Of the total 18 male respondents from School 
Community I, 15 or 83.25 per cent responded, "yes", to the question. No nega¬ 
tive responses were given and 3 or 16.65 per cent of the male subjects re¬ 
sponded, "not sure". Compare with School Community II, 9 or 69.21 per cent 
of the remaining 13 male subjects gave "yes" answers to show that they were 
in favor of the program. Only 1 or 7.69 per cent of the total male subjects 
from this community replied "no", and 3 or 23.07 per cent replied, "not sure". 
The data further showed that of the total 30 female subjects from School 
Community I, a high of 22 or 73.26 per cent of the respondents favored the 
program; 2 or 6.66 per cent were not in favor of the program and 6 or 19.98 
per cent were "not sure" about the program. The remaining 25 female subjects 
from School Community II gave a high of 18 or 72.00 per cent favorable re¬ 
sponses to the question; 1 or 1*.00 per cent gave unfavorable responses, and 
6 or 2i*.00 per cent gave "not sure" responses. 
When the respective percentage differences of male responses of one School 
Community were compared with the male responses of the other and the female 
responses of both communities were compared for significance by inspection, 
it was discovered that the differences were too small to be significant. 
Further examination of the subject(s responses led the writer to conclude 
that the distribution of responses was scattered, yet the greater number of 
TABLE 10 
DISTRIBUTION AND COMPARISON OF RESPONSES OF THE TWO COMMUNITIES CONCERNING 
WHETHER ALL FACTS OF SEX EDUCATION SHOULD BE TAUGHT IF SUCH A 






No. Per Cent 
Total 
No. Per Cent 
Yes 15 83.25 22 73.26 37 76.96 
I No 0 0 2 6.66 2 U.16 
Not Sure 3 16.65 6 19.98 9 18.72 
Total 18 99.90 30 99.90 U8 99-8U 
Yes 9 69.21 18 72.00 27 71.01 
n No 1 7.69 1 U.00 2 5.26 
Not Sure 3 23.07 6 2ii.00 9 23.67 
Total 13 99.97 25 100.00 38 99.9U 
U3 
subjects went along with the teaching of all the facts of sex education in 
the elementary school. 
The data from Table 10 showed that out of the 1*8 male and female subjects 
from School Community I, a high of 37 or 76.96 per cent positive responses 
were given; 2 or l*.l6 per cent negative responses, and 9 or 18.72 per cent 
'•not sure" responses. Of the remaining 38 subjects of School Community II, 
the data revealed a high of 27 or 71.01 per cent "yes" responses which compared 
favorably with Community I percentage-wise; a high of 2 or $.26 per cent nega¬ 
tive responses which compared favorably percentage-wise and 9 or 23.67 per cent 
"not sure" responses which also compared favorably percentage-wise. 
From the related literature it was noted that Marcille Harris and Berlon 
Lemon believed from research and opinion polls that parents have divergent 
views as to how much sex education children should be taught, yet it is impor¬ 
tant to them to know the normal functions of life.^ 
Distribution and Comparison of Responses as to Whether Social-Sex Atti¬ 
tudes Development Should be Taught in the Elementary Schools.—The data pre¬ 
sented in Table 11 embodied Community reactions to the question of whether or 
not social-sex attitudes should be taught in the elementary schools. Of the 
total 18 male subjects from School Community I, it was found that 12 or 66.60 
per cent responded favorably to the question; 5 or 27.75 per cent responded 
unfavorably; 1 or 5.55 per cent responded, "not certain". School Community II 
gave 10 or 76.90 per cent favorable responses; 1 or 7.69 per cent unfavorable 
responses and 2 or 15*38 per cent "not certain" responses. 
The data further disclosed that of the total 30 female subjects from 
_ 
Marcille Harris and Berlon Lemon, op. cit., p. 519. 
TABLE 11 
DISTRIBUTION AND COMPARISON OF RESPONSES OF THE TWO COMMUNITIES CONCERNING 





Per Cent No. 
Female 
Per Cent No. 
Total 
Per Cent 
Yes 12 66.60 19 63.27 31 6U.I1.8 
I No 5 27.75 k 13.32 9 18.72 
Not Certain 1 5.55 7 23.31 8 l6.61; 
Total 18 99.90 30 99.90 U8 99,8k 
Yes 10 76.90 19 76.00 29 76.27 
II No 1 7.69 1 U.00 2 5.26 
Not Certain 2 15.38 5 20.00 7 18.1a 
Total 13 99.97 25 100.00 38 99.9k 
School Community I, 19 or 63.27 per cent replied with "yes" answersj ii or 
13.32 per cent replied with "no" answersj and 7 or 23.31 per cent replied, 
"not certain." In comparison with School Community II or which 25 subjects 
came, 19 or 76.00 per cent responded favorably; 1 or U.OO per cent responded 
negatively and 5 or 20.00 per cent responded, "not certain". 
When the respective percentage differences of male responses of one 
School Community were compared with the male responses of the other and the 
female responses of one community were compared with the other School Communi¬ 
ty for significance by inspection, it was noted that the differences were too 
small to have any significant bearing to this study. 
However, further examination of the subject's responses led the writer 
to conclude that the male and female respondents were fairly well-balanced in 
distribution and that the majority of male and female respondents thought that 
social-sex attitudes should be taught in the elementary schools. 
The data further disclosed that of the total U8 subjects, males and fe¬ 
males, from School Community I, 31 or 6U.U8 per cent "yes" answers were re¬ 
ported; 9 or 18.72 per cent "no" answers; and 8 or I6.6J4 per cent "not certain" 
answers were reported. From School Community II there were 29 or 76.27 per 
cent "yes" answers; 2 or 5.26 per cent "no" answers; and 7 or I8.I4.I per cent 
"not certain" answers. 
Authorities believed that if sex education is to contribute significantly 
to good living, it must be focused upon relationships and standards of be¬ 
havior. Sex education should give children guidance in what to expect of 
1,2 
others and how to handle difficult situations. 
^Sylvanis Duvall, op. cit., p. U9. 
2 
B. C. Cruenberg, op. cit., p. 9. 
Distribution and Comparison of Respondents Concerning Whether the School 
Should Avoid Such a Program of Sex Education»—The data presented in Table 12, 
page U7, provided the communities reactions as to whether the school should 
avoid such a program. Of the total 18 male subjects from School Community I, 
the data revealed that no male responded, "yes", to the question; 16 or 88.80 
per cent responded, "no", to whether the school should stay away from such a 
program; and 2 or 11.10 per cent were "not sure" about it. The remaining 13 
male subjects which constituted School Community II of which no "yes" answers 
were given; 12 or 92.28 per cent of the male subjects gave "no" answers; and 
1 or 7.69 per cent responded, "not certain." The two communities were highly 
similar, percentage-wise. 
The data showed that of the total 30 female subjects from School Community 
I, 1 or 3*33 per cent of the female subjects said the school should stay away 
from such a program; 27 or 89.91 per cent responded, "no", to the question; 
2 or 6.66 per cent of the female subjects were "not sure" compared to the re¬ 
maining 25 female subjects which constituted School Community II of which no 
one replied with "yes" answers; 22 or 88.00 per cent replied with "no" answers 
while 3 or 12.00 per cent replied, "not sure." 
From inspection it was noted that when the numerical percentage difference 
/ 
between male responses of one School Community were compared with the male re¬ 
sponses of the other School Community and' the female responses of one School 
Community were compared with those of the other for significance, the results 
were not large enough to have any significant bearing on this study. 
However, the writer concluded that the male and female respondents were 
almost unanimous in their thinking and felt that the school should not stay 
away from such a program. 
TABLE 12 
DISTRIBUTION AND COMPARISON OF RESPONSES OF THE TWO COMMUNITIES CONCERNING 




Per Cent No. 
Female 
Per Cent No. 
Total 
Per Cent 
Yes 0 0 1 3.33 1 2.08 
I No 16 88.80 27 89.91 1*3 89.10* 
Not Sure 2 11.10 2 6.66 1* 8.32 
Total 18 99.90 30 99.90 1*8 99.81* 
Yes 0 0 0 0 0 0 
II No 12 92.28 22 88.00 3U 89.1*2 
Not Sure 1 7.69 3 12.00 1* 10.52 
Total 13 99.97 25 100.00 38 99.91* 
1+8 
The data further showed that of the total 1+8 subjects, males and females, 
from School Community I, 1 or 2.08 per cent of the total replied, "yes"; 1+3 
or 89.1+1+ per cent replied, "no"; and 1+ or 8.32 per cent replied, "not sure". 
Of the remaining 38 subjects which made up School Community II, it was found 
that there were no "yes" answers; 3I+ or 89.1+2 per cent gave "no" answers; 1+ 
or 10.52 per cent gave "not sure" answers. 
Attitudes Toward The Administrator and The Sex 
Education Program Offering 
Citizen's Opinions of the School Administrator's Wanting a Sex Education 
Program.—The data from Table 13, page 1+9, summarized the result of the re¬ 
spondents' opinions concerning the administrator's wanting such a program. Of 
the total 18 males from School Community I, 17 or 91+.35 per cent replied that 
they thought the school administrator was interested in the well-being of the 
students; no male thought that he was wrong in wanting such a program, while 
1 or 5.55 per cent of the male subjects had no opinion. Of the 13 males of 
School Community II, 12 or 92.28 per cent replied that the administrator was 
interested in the well-being of students. No one replied that he thought him 
wrong in wanting such a program, and 1 or 7.69 per cent had no opinion relative 
to the question. 
The data from Table 13 showed further, that of the total 30 female sub¬ 
jects who responded to the opinionnaire from School Community I, 28 or 93*21+ 
per cent felt that the school administrator was interested in the well-being 
of students; no female from this community felt he was wrong in wanting such 
a program while 2 or 6.66 per cent had no opinion. Of the 25 females who con¬ 
stituted School Community I, 22 or 88.00 per cent felt he was interested in 
well-being of students; 1 or 1+.00 per cent felt he was wrong; and 2 or 8.00 
TABLE 13 
DISTRIBUTION AND COMPARISON OF RESPONSES OF THE TWO COMMUNITIES CONCERNING 





Per Cent No. 
Female 
Per Cent No 4 
Total 
, Per Cent 
cL« 17 9U.3S 28 93.22+ U5 93.60 
I b. 0 0 0 0 0 0 
c. 1 5.55 2 6.66 3 6.22+ 
Total 18 99.90 30 99.90 1+8 99.82+ 
a. 12 92.28 22 88.00 3k 89.U2 
II b. 0 0 1 U.00 1 2.63 
c. 1 7.69 2 8.00 3 7.89 
Total 13 99.97 25 100.00 38 99.9U 
*a. I think he is interested in the well-being of students. 
b. I think he is wrong in wanting such a program. 
c. I have no opinion. 
5o 
per cent had no opinion. 
When the respective percentage differences between the responses of the 
males of one School Community were compared with those of the other School 
Community and the females responses of one School Community were compared with 
those of the other, it was noted that the numerical percentage differences 
were too small to be significant. 
However, further inspection led the writer to conclude that regardless 
of the 6 male and female respondents who had no opinion about the issue and 
the 1 female respondent who said the administrator was wrong, the majority 
seemed to have thought that he was justified and interested in the well-being 
of students. 
The data further showed that of the total U8 subjects from School Com¬ 
munity I, U5 or 93.60 per cent replied that the administrator was interested 
in the well-being of students; no one replied he was wrong in wanting such a 
program and 3 or 6,2h per cent of the subjects had no opinion. Of the remain¬ 
ing 38 which made up School Community II, 3I4. or 89.1|2 per cent felt he was 
interested in the well-being of students; 1 or 2.63 per cent of the subjects 
felt he was wrong in wanting such a program while 3 or 7.89 per cent of the 
subjects from this Community had no opinion. The data indicated that of the 
total 86 subjects, only 1 of the subjects replied that the administrator was 
wrong in wanting such a program and only 6, 3 from each Community had no 
opinion. 
From the related literature of the writer, it appeared that authorities 
favor the efforts of any administration to establish an effective Sex-Education 
Program and further believed that parents and teachers should be likewise as 
5i 
1,2 
interested in the well-being of students. The subjects of the study were 
in general agreement with this professional position. 
A Distribution and Comparison of Responses as to What Children Should 
Gain From Such a Program.—The data from Table lit, page 52, provided the com¬ 
munities reactions as to what children should gain from such a program of sex 
education. Of the total 18 male respondents from School Community I, no male 
subject responded that students should gain knowledge only about protection 
against social diseases; no male responded that students should gain knowledge 
only about reproduction; 12 or 66.60 per cent responded that students should 
gain knowledge about everything dealing with sex education; 6 or 33.30 per 
cent responded that they should have knowledge about "How to develop good sex 
habits." School Community II consisted of the remaining 13 male subjects of 
which 2 or 15.38 per cent responded that students should gain knowledge only 
about protection against social diseases; no male from this community respond¬ 
ed that students should have knowledge only about reproduction; 10 or 76.90 
per cent responded they should have knowledge about everything dealing with 
sex education and 1 or 7.69 per cent responded they should gain knowledge 
about "How to develop good sex habits." 
When the respective percentage differences of male and female respondents 
of both School Communities were compared, the differences were not large 
enough to denote significance. 
The data further revealed that of the total 48 subjects from School Com¬ 
munity I, 8 or 16.64 per cent responded that students should gain knowledge 
^Lester Kirkendall, op. cit., p. 126. 
2 
B. C. Cruenberg, op. cit., p. 111. 
TABLE 1U 
DISTRIBUTION AND COMPARISON OF RESPONSES OF THE TWO COMMUNITIES CONCERNING 
WHAT CHILDREN SHOULD GAIN FROM THE PLACEMENT OF A PROGRAM OF SEX 
EDUCATION IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 
School Male Female Total 
Communities Indices* No. Per Cent No. Per Cent No. Per Cent 
a. 0 0 8 26.6k 8 16.6k 
b. 0 0 0 0 0 0 
I 
c. 12 66.60 13 U3.29 25 52.00 
d. 6 33.30 9 29.97 15 31.20 
Total 18 99.90 30 99.90 U8 99.81* 
a. 2 15.38 1 U.00 3 7.89 
b. 0 0 1 U.00 1 2.63 
II 
c. 10 76.90 15 60.00 25 65.75 
d. 1 7.6 9 8 32.00 9 21* .67 
Total 13 99.97 25 100.00 38 99.9k 
*a. They should gain knowledge only about protection against social diseases. 
b. They should gain knowledge only about reproduction. 
c. They should gain knowledge about everything dealing with sex education. 
d. They should gain knowledge about "How to develop good sex habits." 
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about protection against social diseases; no one responded that they should 
gain knowledge about reproduction; 25 or 52.00 per cent responded that they 
should gain knowledge about everything dealing with sex education; 15 or 31.20 
per cent responded that they should gain knowledge about "How to develop good 
sex habits." Of the remaining 38 subjects who constituted School Community 
II, 3 or 7.89 per cent responded that students should gain knowledge only 
about protection against social diseases; 1 or 2.63 per cent responded that 
students should gain knowledge only about reproduction; 9 or 2U.6? per cent 
responded that they should gain knowledge about "How to develop good sex 
habits" and 25 or 65.75 per cent responded they should gain knowledge about 
everything dealing with sex education. Authorities seemed to agree with this 
conclusion that children should gain knowledge about everything dealing with 
1 2 
sex education. * 
The writer concluded from further examination that the distribution of 
responses was fairly-well balanced in as much as both male and female were 
thinking along the same line and the majority felt children should gain know¬ 
ledge about everything dealing with sex education. 
Opinions Regarding Sources of Sex Information Available to 
Children 
A Distribution and Comparison of Responses as to Whether Children Obtain 
Most of Their Information About life From the Streets, From their Friends, and 
Sometimes from Grown-Ups.—The data from Table 15, page 5U, provided the 
communities ' reactions as to the sources of information of most children. Of 
^B. C. Crueriberg, op. cit., p. 9. 
2 
Maurice Bigelow, op. cit., p. 2. 
TABLE 1$ 
DISTRIBUTION AND COMPARISON OF RESPONSES OF THE TWO COMMUNITIES CONCERNING 
WHETHER OR NOT CHILDREN SECURE MOST OF THEIR INFORMATION ABOUT 
LIFE FROM THE STREETS, FROM THEIR FRIENDS, AND SOME¬ 






No. Per Cent 
Total 
No. Per Cent 
Yes 18 100.00 30 100.00 U8 100.00 
I 
No 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 18 100.00 30 100.00 U8 100.00 
Yes 13 100.00 25 100.00 38 100.00 
II 
No 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 13 100.00 25 100.00 38 100.00 
the 18 male subjects involved, from School Community I, all agreed that stu¬ 
dents obtain most of their information from the above-mentioned sources and 
no male from this Community agreed or replied that they did not pick it up 
from the sources mentioned. The remaining 13 male subjects which constituted 
School Community II of which all agreed that they did ascertain it from the 
sources mentioned. 
The data revealed that of the total 30 female subjects from School Com¬ 
munity I, all agreed that students secured most information about sex from 
the sources mentioned and no female from this community responded that they 
did not secure it frcm the sources. Of the remaining 25 females all agreed 
that students obtain most information about sex from the sources mentioned. 
From inspection it was noted that the numerical percentage differences 
of male and female respondents of both School Communities were not large 
enough to denote significance, but it was concluded by the writer that the 
male and female respondents were unanimous in their thinking in as much as 
all agreed that children secure most of their information about sex from the 
streets, from their friends, and sometimes from grown-ups. 
The data further revealed that of the total subjects from School Commu¬ 
nity I, all gave "yes" answers to the question and none gave "no" answers. 
Of the remaining 38 which constituted School Community I, all gave "yes" 
answers to the question. This pointed out that all 86 subjects agreed that 
students obtain most of their sex information from the streets, from their 
friends, and sometimes from grown-ups. 
Authorities were not as inclusive in their identification of sources 
but believed that most of children's sex information and misinformation come 
56 
from youthful associates who determined their behavior and attitudes toward 
1,2 
sex. 
Distribution and Comparison of Responses as to Whether the Information 
Obtained from These Sources Developed Undesirable Attitudes about Sex for 
Children.—The data from Table 16, page 57, revealed the communities reactions 
as to whether the information secured developed undersirable attitudes about 
sex among children. Of the total 18 males from School Community I, 10 or 55.50 
per cent responded, "yes", to the question; 2 or 11.10 per cent responded, "no" 
to the question, while 6 or 33.30 per cent were not certain. Of the remaining 
13 male subjects which constituted School Community II, 11 or 81u59 per cent 
responded, "yes", to the question; none gave negative answers, and 2 or 15.38 
per cent responded, "not certain." 
The data also revealed that of the total 30 female subjects from School 
Community I, 16 or 53.28 per cent responded, "yes", to the question; 7 or 23.31 
per cent responded, "no", to the question; and 7 or 23.31 per cent responded 
"not certain". Of the remaining 25 females who made up School Community II, 
22 or 88.00 per cent responded, "yes"; no female from this Community responded 
"no"; and 3 or 12.00 per cent responded, "not certain." 
When the numerical percentage differences of males of one School Community 
were compared with those of the other School Community and the female percent¬ 
age differences of one School Community were compared with the other by in¬ 
spection for the purpose of denoting significance, they were too small to re¬ 
quire statistical treatment. 
The data further revealed that of the total U8 subjects, male and female, 
1S. M. Duvall, op. cit., p. U7. 
2 
Lester Kirkendall, op. cit., p. 6. 
TABLE 16 
DISTRIBUTION AND COMPARISON OF RESPONSES OF THE TWO COMMUNITIES CONCERNING 
WHETHER THE INFORMATION CHIIDREN SECURED ABOUT SEX DEVELOPED 
UNDESIRABLE ATTITUDES TOWARD IT 
School 
• Communities No. 
Male 
Per Cent No, 
Female 
, Per Cent No. 
Total 
Per Cent 
Yes 10 55.50 16 53.28 26 5U-08 
I No 2 11.10 7 23.31 9 18.72 
Not Certain 6 33.30 7 23.31 13 27.Oi* 
Total 18 99.90 30 99.90 U8 99.8U 
Yes 11 8U.59 22 88.00 33 86.79 
II No 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Not Certain 2 15.38 3 12.00 5 13.15 
Total 13 99.97 25 100.00 38 99.9k 
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from School Community I, 26 or 5U.08 per cent "yes” responses were given; 9 or 
18.72 per cent "no" answers were given; and 13 or 27.OU per cent "not certain" 
answers were given to the question. Of the remaining 38 subjects from School 
Community II, 33 or 86.79 per cent responded with "yes" answers; no one from 
this Community responded with "no" answers; and 9 or 13.15 per cent were not 
certain about the question. 
The writer concluded, however, from further examination that the majority 
of both female and male respondents agreed that the information secured from 
the sources mention developed undesirable attitudes among children. Authori¬ 
ties seemed to be in agreement with this conclusive statement drawn by the 
writer in that they believed that this information and misinformation about 
1,2 
sex frequently developed undesirable attitudes and behavior in children. 
This consideration of reactions to sex education concludes the report of 
responses by Communities I and II. Following a brief summary of the entire 
thesis, Chapter III presents conclusions, implications and recommendations 
drawn from the body of findings just discussed. 
1 
S. M. Durvall, op. cit., p. I4.7. 
2 
Lester Kirkendall, op. cit., p. 5. 
CHAPTER III 
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, IMPLICATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
Basic Design and Methodology.—This study was a comparative survey of the 
opinions of two community groups concerning the initiation of sex education 
in the elementary schools of Irwin County, Georgia. 
The purpose of the study was to answer the following questions: 
1. What are the opinions of the two groups relative to 
the initiating of a sex education program in the 
schools of Irwin County, Georgia? 
2. What are the opinions of the two groups relative to 
the administrator's wanting such a program? 
3. What are the opinions of the two groups relative to 
the teaching of physical health, social diseases and 
the basic facts of life? 
U. How do the opinions of the respective communities, and 
of the two groups in general, compare with professional 
opinions expressed in the literature pertinent to this 
study? 
5. What are implications for the initiation of a sex educa¬ 
tion program? 
This study was limited to two communities in Irwin County, Georgia by the 
process of random sampling. The third community which was not actually a part 
of the study gave much help in validating the opinionnaire. There were eighty- 
six subjects involved in this study of which forty-eight came from one commu¬ 
nity and thirty-eight came from the other. 
The descriptive-survey method, utilizing the specific techniques of the 




Such procedural steps were used before making this study as securing 
permission from the superintendent of Irwin County Schools, orienting the sub¬ 
jects, sending out opinionnaires, tabulating responses, and constructing tables 
showing percentages and number of responses. 
In order to accomplish the desired ends, the writer had to acquaint him¬ 
self with literature pertinent to the investigation. 
A review of the literature disclosed several viewpoints which were sum¬ 
marized under the heading below. 
Summary of Related Literature.—In summarizing the pertinent literature 
related to the study of the writer, it seemed evident that: 
1. Sex education cannot be neglected on the part of parents and 
the school for the simple reason that sex is a part of all 
students life whether it is treated with a desirable approach 
or an undesirable one. 
2. Most studies reveal that parents are in harmony with the fact 
that children should have some knowledge about sex, but that 
it should be taught to them gradually and from a general point 
of view without growing children becoming too much involved. 
3. The misconception of sex education on the part of parents is 
changing rapidly and am understanding of this great need is 
developing which will eventually speed up the sex education 
movement. 
1;. If an understanding of sex education purposes and goals is to 
flourish, certain fundamental approaches are highly significant 
in the teaching of sex education. 
Summary of Findings.—The summary of the data resulting from the research 
of the problem in this study is reported under the following headings in accor¬ 
dance with the purposes of the study: 
I. The summary of the comparison of the two groups relative to the 
initiation of a sex education program in the schools of Irwin 
County, Georgia. 
II. The summary of the comparison of opinions of the two groups rela¬ 
tive to the administrative idea of wanting such a program or 
whether the school should stay away from it. 
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III. The summary of the comparison of the two groups as to what 
they thought children should gain from such a program if it 
was initiated. 
IV. The summary of the comparison of the two groups in all aspects 
of opinions gathered. 
V. The summary of the implications for the initiation of a sex 
education program. 
The presentation of these summaries are as follows: 
Summary of the comparison of the two groups relative to their opinions 
of the initiation of a sex education program in the schools of Irwin County, 
Georgia.—The following findings led to the answering of the above: 
1. Both groups compared favorably to the question of whether pupils 
should have early training in health and protection against social 
diseases percentage-wise by responding with "yes" answers while 
only one female from School Community II responded, "not sure". 
2. With the exception of 2 "no" responses, all subjects respond favor¬ 
ably to the question of whether the school should be responsible 
for developing well-rounded individuals. 
3. The two groups responded favorably percentage-wise to the question 
whether the teaching of sex information is vulgar or bad while only 
2 or U.16 per cent of the 1^8 subjects from School Community I re¬ 
sponded, "yes", it was vulgar or bad to teach such information in 
the elementary schools. Only 7 or 18.U1 per cent of the thirty- 
eight subjects from School Community II responded, "not certain". 
IN It was found that of the forty-eight subjects from School Community 
I, 30 or 62.UO per cent responded, "yes", to the question concern¬ 
ing whether the elementary schools should teach pupils how life 
begins in the human body; 7 or 11N56 per cent responded, "no", and 
11 or 22.88 per cent responded, "not sure". From the thirty-eight 
subjects which made up School Community II, 36 or 9U.68 per cent 
responded, "yes"j 1 or 2.63 per cent responded, "no", and 1 or 2.63 
per cent responded, "not sure". In both groups the majority was 
favorable toward the question percentage-wise. 
5. The two groups compared favorably to the question whether it was 
wrong to teach pupils about certain reproductive organs. Of the 
forty-eight subjects from School Community I, it was found that 
39 or 81.12 per cent gave "no" responses compared to 35 or 91.05 
per cent "no" responses from School Community H. It was also 
noted that a total of 6 "yes" responses was not sufficient to 
influence the study. 
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6. The two groups gave a scattered distribution of responses to the 
question of whether parents and blood-related citizens get dis¬ 
turbed when children ask them about certain facts of life, but 
the majority of the subjects from both communities gave "no" 
answers to the question. 
7. Only nine subjects, all from School Community I, responded to the 
question of whether the school should answer questions about life 
for children. Of this number 5 or 55.55 per cent gave "yes" re¬ 
sponses; 1 or 11.11 per cent gave "no" responses, and 3 or 33*33 
per cent gave "not sure" responses. School Community II had no 
responses. 
8. The majority of both communities favored the teaching of all the 
facts of sex education in the elementary schools. It was found 
that 37 or 76.96 per cent of the subjects from School Community 
I favored the question compared to 27 or 71.01 per cent of the 
subjects from School Community II who favored the same. 
9. Percentage-wise, the two groups compared favorably concerning the 
question of whether social-sex attitudes should be developed 
through the elementary school. Thirty-one or 6i|.U8 per cent of 
the forty-eight subjects from School Community I favored the 
question compared to 29 or 76.27 per cent of the thirty-eight 
subjects from School Community II. 
Summary of the Comparison of Opinions of the Two groups Relative to Ad¬ 
ministrator’s Idea of Wanting a Sex-Education Program or Whether the School 
Should Avoid it.—The following findings led to the answering: 
1. Both communities compared favorably to the question of whether the 
school should avoid a program of sex education. Forty-three or 
89.Ui+ per cent of the forty-eight subjects from School Community 
I agreed that the schools should not reject such a program com¬ 
pared 3J4. or 89.U2 per cent of the thirty-eight subjects from School 
Community II who agreed likewise. However, one person from School 
Community I responded, "yes", the schools should stay away from 
such a program, while none gave "yes" responses from School Com¬ 
munity H. 
2. Both groups compared favorably to the question concerning the ad¬ 
ministrator’s wanting such a program in the elementary schools 
of Irwin County, Georgia. From School Community I, U5 or 93.60 
per cent of the forty-eight respondents believed that the ad¬ 
ministrator was interested in the well-being of students; none 
believed he was wrong in wanting such a program; and 3 or 6.2l| 
per cent had no opinions compared to 3I4. or 89.h2 per cent of the 
thirty-eight from School Community II who responded that the 
administrator was interested in the well-being of students. Only 
one subjects felt that he was wrong in wanting such a program and 
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3 or 7.89 per cent had no opinions. 
Summary of the Comparison of the Two Groups as to What They Think Children 
Should Gain From Such a Program if it Were Initiated.—The following findings 
led to the answering of the question: 
1. The respondents gave a scattered distribution of responses to 
question concerning what children should gain from such a 
program dealing with sex education. 
2. Of the forty-eight subjects from School Community I, 8 or I6.6I4. 
per cent favored the pupils gaining knowledge only about pro¬ 
tection against social diseases; no one responded that children 
should gain knowledge only about reproduction; 25 or 52.00 per 
cent responded that children gain knowledge about everything 
dealing with sex education; and 15 or 31.20 per cent responded 
they should gain knowledge about how to develop good sex habits. 
In comparison with School Community II it was found that of the 
thirty-eight subjects, 3 or 7.89 per cent responded children 
should gain knowledge only about protection against social 
diseases; 1 or 2.63 per cent responded children gain knowledge 
only about reproduction; 25 or 29.05 per cent responded children 
should gain knowledge about every thing dealing with sex educa¬ 
tion, and 9 or 2U.67 per cent responded they should gain know¬ 
ledge about developing good sex habits. 
Summary of the Comparison of the Two Groups in All Aspects.—In summari¬ 
sing the comparison of the two groups in all aspects, it seemed that: 
1. Both groups compared favorably in that in all responses they agreed 
somewhat along the same lines and were in substantial agreement 
with professional concensus regarding sex education. 
2. The comparative data showed similarity also in both positive and 
negative responses to the questions as stated on the opinionnaire. 
3. The subjects of the two communities were not distributed equally, 
but percentage-wise they were in agreement in all aspects. 
Conclusions.—The analysis and interpretation of the data from the eighty- 
six subjects which made this study possible seem to justify the following con¬ 
clusions : 
1. The majority of both community groups favored the initiation of 
a sex education program in the elementary schools according to 
the response gathered and on the basis of limited negative re¬ 
sponses from the subjects. 
2. That both community groups agreed almost unanimously that the 
administrator was right in wanting such a program in sex-education 
and that such program would develop well-rounded individuals. 
3. That the majority of the opinions encouraged the teaching of all 
the facts of sex education without regard to any specified area 
or approach. 
U. That the two groups accorded along the same lines with professional 
in their expressed opinions about the idea of sex education in the 
elementary school in almost every respect without any great mar¬ 
ginal difference. 
!?. That the majority of parents and relatives of children no longer 
criticize the school (administrator and teacher) for helping 
children become well-rounded individuals, but tends to want to 
support and help push a program such as sex education. 
Summary of the Implications for the Initiation of a Sex Education Pro¬ 
gram.—The interpretative summary of the implications relative to the initia¬ 
tion of a sex education program in the elementary schools of Irwin County, 
Georgia is as follows: 
1. The data seemed to emphasize the implication that the negative 
responses received from the subject concerning the initiation 
of a sex education program would warrant an education or re¬ 
education of the subjects in sex education. 
2. The data seemed to emphasize the implication that most parents 
and blood-relation citizens are interested in the well-being of 
their children and that sex education is important in their 
lives. 
3. That the idea of sex education as something that is vulgar is 
gradually leaving the minds of modern-day parents. 
U. That there exists a pressing need of incorporating a sex education 
program into school curricula for the purpose of educating and 
guiding youth into well-rounded individuals. 
Recommendations.—The analysis and interpretation of this research ap¬ 
peared to justify the following recommendations: 
1. That a study of this kind be carried on in all similar communities 
where a sex education program is needed. 
2. That an adult education program be set up in all similar communities 
for the purpose of educating parents in the area of sex education. 
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3. That Parent-Teacher Associations get behind this movement and 
orient other citizens into the necessity of such a program by 
sponsoring such things as lectures, panel discussions, and 
forums on the subject. 
1*. That an inservice program in sex education be initiated for the pur¬ 
poses of: 
a. Determining in what content areas certain aspects of 
sex education may be more appropriately emphasized. 
b. Studying more intensively the reasons why authorities have 
assumed certain positions regarding problems and issues 
within the area of sex education. 
c. Considering what role a proposed guidance program should 
assume in the building of wholesome attitudes toward sex. 
d. Assessing the values of extra-class activities in the sex- 
education program. 
e. Surveying and studying prevalent attitudes toward sex with¬ 
in a current school population. 
5. That the following studies be given some consideration as a kind of 
follow-up of the present one: 
a. Present attitudes of teachers toward a sex education program. 
b. Analysis of present concepts held regarding certain aspects 
of sex by parents, teachers and pupils. 
c. Comparisons of different methods and procedures used in deve¬ 
loping wholesome sex attitudes among selected groups of upper 
elementary grade pupils. 
d. An interpretative evaluation of a newly-initiated sex education 
program in the schools of Irwin County, Georgia. 
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WHAT IS TOUR OPINION? 
Explanation 
I. The purpose of this opinionnaire is to find out what citizens who have 
children in school think about the idea of teaching children the bio¬ 
logical facts of life in the schools. 
Directions 
1. It is easy to fill out this opinionnaire. You simply check the answer 
that tells what you think about each question. 
2. Please do not sign your name. 
3. Please answer all questions. 
U. Tour cooperation in filling out this opinionnaire will be highly 
appreciated. 
Opinionnaire 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION ABOUT PARENTS AND BLOOD-RELATED CITIZENS 
1. What is your sex? (check only one) 
  (1) Male 
  (2) Female 
2. Which are you? (check only one) 
  (1) I am a parent with children in school. 
  (2) I am a citizen blood related to children. 
ATTITUDES TOWARD CHILDREN'S PHYSICAL HEALTH AND SOCIAL WELL BEING 
3. Do you think that children should be taught early how to maintain good 
physical health and how to protect themselves against social diseases? 
(check only one) 
  (1) Yes 
  (2) No 
  (3) Not sure 
68 
69 
b. If your answer was (no), do you feel that this matter should be taught 
in the home? (check only one) 
  (1) Yes 
  (2) No 
  (3) Not sure 
î>. Do you think elementary schools should help pupils develop into well- 
rounded individuals? (check only one) 
  (1) Yes 
  (2) No 
ATTITUDE TOWARD THE ROLE OF THE ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL IN THE TEACHING OF SEX EDUCATION 
6. Do you feel that the teaching of sex information in the elementary schools 
is vulgar or bad? (check only one) 
  (1) Yes 
  (2) No 
  (3) Not certain 
7. Do you think that elementary schools should teach pupils how life begins 
in the human body? (check only one) 
  (1) Yes 
  (2) No 
  (3) Not sure 
8. Do you think that teaching pupils in the elementary schools about certain 
organs (reproductive) of the body is wrong? (check only one) 
  (1) Yes 
  (2) No 
  (3) Not certain 
9. Do you get disturbed when your children or any children ask you about 
certain facts of life? (check only one) 
  (1) Yes 
  (2) No 
  (3) Sometimes 
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10. If your answer was (yes), do you feel that the school should answer 
these questions for than? (check only one) 
  (1) Yes 
  (2) No 
  (3) Not certain 
11. If such a program was placed in the elementary schools, would you go 
along with the teaching of all the facts of sex education? (check only 
one) 
  (1) Yes 
  (2) No 
  (3) Not sure 
12. Do you feel that social-sex attitudes development should be taught in 
the elementary schools? (check only one) 
  (1) Yes 
  (2) No 
  (3) Not certain 
13. Do you feel that the school should stay away from such a program? 
(check only one) 
  (1) Yes 
  (2) No 
  (3) Not sure 
ATTITUDES TOWARD THE ADMINISTRATOR AND THE SEX EDUCATION PROGRAM OFFERING 
lU. What is your opinion of the school's administrator wanting such a 
program? (check only one) 
  (1) I think he is interested in the well-being of students. 
  (2) I think he is wrong in wanting such a program. 
  (3) I have no opinion. 
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15>. If such a program was placed in the elementary schools, what do you 
think they should gain from it? (check only one) 
  (l) They should gain knowledge only about the protection against 
social diseases. 
  (2) They should gain knowledge only about reproduction. 
  (3) They should gain knowledge about everything dealing with sex 
education. 
  (U) They should gain knowledge about "How to develop good sex 
habits. " 
SOURCE OF SEX INFORMATION OF CHILDREN 
16. Do you agree that children pick up most of their information about life 
from the streets, from their friends, and sometimes from grown-ups? 
(check only one) 
  (1) Yes 
  (2) No 
17. Would you agree that the information picked up from these sources develop 
undesirable attitudes about sex for children? (check only one) 
  (1) Yes 
  (2) No 
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